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The EdTech Review Framework offers a structured approach to assessing educational
technology, ensuring tools used in educational settings are effective, safe, and
supportive of learners’ needs. This document outlines how the framework can be
specifically applied to Early Years settings, where developmental appropriateness,
safety, and accessibility are of particular importance.

1. Learning and Development Focus

Early Years education emphasises foundational skills in various areas, including literacy,
numeracy, and socio-emotional development. The EdTech Review Framework supports
tools that align with these developmental goals, ensuring they cater to the cognitive
levels and engagement styles of younger learners.

Key points for Early Years settings:

e Content should be age-appropriate, visually engaging, and interactive, promoting
engagement through visuals, sounds, and play-based activities.

e Tools should support key developmental areas such as motor skills, language
acquisition, and emotional regulation.

e Focus on technologies that encourage social interactions and cooperative play,
aiding socio-emotional development.

2. Safety and Accessibility

In Early Years settings, safety and accessibility are paramount. The framework promotes
EdTech tools that comply with data privacy standards and are designed to be easily
navigable for young children.

Key points for Early Years settings:

¢ Compliance with data protection standards (e.g., GDPR in the UK) is essential.

e Tools should be ad-free, safe, and without third-party tracking. Accessible design
with intuitive, non-text-based navigation suited for pre-literate users.

¢ Simple language and icon-based interfaces help young children navigate digital
content safely and independently.



3. Parental Engagement

Effective Early Years EdTech solutions should facilitate communication with parents,
supporting home learning and keeping parents informed about their child's progress. The
framework encourages tools that build bridges between the classroom and home.

Key points for Early Years settings:

e Systems that provide regular updates on children’s progress, milestones, and
daily experiences.

e EdTech that supports shared activities or recommendations for home learning to
foster continuity.

e Parental engagement tools to enhance involvement and support meaningful
connections between educators and families.

4. Educator Support and Training

Early Years educators benefit from EdTech platforms that are straightforward to use and
provide tailored training resources. The framework supports technology solutions that
make onboarding and ongoing professional development accessible and relevant to
Early Years contexts.

Key points for Early Years settings:

e User-friendly interfaces and simplified setup processes designed for educators
with varied levels of digital proficiency.

¢ Professional development modules that cater to the unique needs of Early Years
educators, focusing on child-centric, play-based learning.

e Tools that allow educators to capture observations and adapt their approach to
individual children's developmental needs.

5. Assessment and Progress Tracking

EdTech in Early Years settings should support assessment processes that are
observational and developmentally appropriate. The framework encourages tools that
allow for non-intrusive tracking of developmental milestones and progress.

Key points for Early Years settings:

¢ Observation-based assessment tools that capture social, emotional, and
cognitive development.

e Tracking mechanisms for recording progress on individual milestones without
disrupting the play-based learning environment.

¢ Reporting features that allow educators to share insights with parents in a
meaningful, accessible format.



The EdTech Review Framework provides a comprehensive guide for selecting and
assessing educational technology solutions. By applying this framework to Early Years
settings, educators and administrators can ensure that the chosen tools are safe,
effective, and supportive of young children’s unique developmental needs. This
approach empowers Early Years educators to integrate technology meaningfully,
enhancing learning experiences and fostering connections between home and school.



